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Fall Gala a Big Success

The Louisiana Trust for Historic Preser-
vation hosted its annual gala, “A Preser-
vation Celebration” on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20, 2009 at Nottoway Planta-
tion in White Castle.

The evening’s events were kicked off by
a cocktail hour in Nottaway’s elegantly
appointed Randolph Hall. Guests were
entertained by —

the musical »
accompani-f=
ment of Mr.
Eric Baskin. &
The vast array
of silent auc-

the bidding "*
began.

THE LOUISIANA TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Later in the evening, guests were
greeted by Board President, Jean
O’Roark, who introduced new staff
members, Michelle Meche and Michael
Wyatt. Mrs. O’Roark also thanked the
sponsors of the event and the members
of the gala planning committee. Board
member, Winnie Byrd, introduced the
Wilson Challenge Grant Partners; and

Board member, A.C. Bourdier an-
nounced this year’s list of the Eleven
Most Endangered Historic Sites in Lou-
isiana.

Guests were then treated to a fine din-
ner and dessert prepared by Nottoway
staff, and dinner music was graciously
presented by Mr. Kenny Kleinpeter.

Being the one
major fundraiser
for our organiza-
d tion, the gala is
paramount to the
operation of the
Louisiana  Trust.
And this year’s
event can cer-
tainly be consid-
ered a success, raising approximately
$24,000 for the organization. Much
thanks go out to the sponsors of the
event (see listing of sponsors on page
2), as well as the planning committee,
and all those who made purchases of

our auction items.

at

The Louisiana Trust would like to highlight historic sites across the state in our quarterly
newsletters. If you are involved with a site that is in need of preservation or has been pre-

served, we'd love to hear from you. You can submit your article, and pictures if you have
them, to us at: mmeche@Ithp.org




Special Thanks to the Sponsors of our gala, “A Preservation Celebration”
Without your support, our event would not have been a success!
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From the Director’s Desk

It’s been a busy and eventful first quarter on the job for
me. And | couldn’t be happier to be at the helm of the
Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation during this piv-
otal time in our organization’s history. Many new pro-
grams and projects are on the horizon, and | hope that
you, as members and supporters of the Louisiana Trust,
will join me in ushering in this new era.

But first a little mention of what’s been going on around
the Louisiana Trust since we last spoke...

First and foremost came the hiring of our new Partner in
the Field, Michael Wyatt. As most of you know, we were
able to hire Michael as a result of the generosity of our
Wilson Challenge Grant Partners — eleven foundations,
organizations and individuals who donated $10,000 each
to match funds given to the National Trust for Historic
Preservation by Mr. Robert Wilson, and earmarked for
field preservation services by the National Trust’s state-
wide and local partners. Michael hit the ground running,
setting up appointments and site visits. You'll be able to
read about some of Michael’s work with our Eleven Most
Endangered Sites further in this newsletter.

Also on the agenda for our first few months on the job
was the move to new offices. The Louisiana Trust moved
out of their old digs in downtown Baton Rouge, to offices
located in the Louisiana Travel Promotion Association’s
office on South Foster Drive. The saying “out with the old

and in with the new” took on new meaning to me, when
Michael & | rented a moving van to transfer old files, office
furniture, etc. to the new offices. We're still working out of
boxes for a while, but we’re slowly but surely settling in.
Our mailing address has not changed, but we do have new
phone numbers: (225)930-0936 and (225)930-0937 [fax].
New computers, an all-in-one printer/scanner/fax/copier,
and FINALLY internet service at the new office has put us
back in contact with the world outside.

In September we celebrated our gala at Nottoway Planta-
tion. | am forever in debt to the tireless committee, Winnie
Byrd, J.C. Chargois, Marilyn Davis, Elize Howerton, Jean
O’Roark, John Turner, Sue Weaver and Jeanne Yerger, who
worked to make this event the success it was.

In October, Michael & I, along with Board members Jean
O’Roark and Jean Sayres, attended the National Trust Pres-
ervation Conference in Nashville, Tennessee. Although |
was a National Trust employee for 12 years, | never had the
opportunity to attend a conference. My first Preservation
Conference was an eye-opener. Having the opportunity to
meet other preservation professionals was invaluable to
me. We all came back from Nashville with a renewed sense
of purpose; and | came away with many new contacts and
LOTS of new ideas.

Michelle Meche



Eleven Most Endangered Historic Sites in Louisiana

Every two years, the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation lists the ten (or in this year’s case, eleven) most
endangered historic sites in the state. It is our hope that listing these properties will bring them to the forefront
of the communities’ minds, and help to save these sites that represent the local and statewide heritage that we
all hold so dear.

This year’s list was announced at the annual gala, and reads as follows:

The Holy Rosary Institute, Lafayette

Closed since 1993, the rapidly deteriorating former Holy Rosary Institute was built in
1913 to provide vocational and technical education for African-American youths,
based on the philosophies set forth by Booker T. Washington. Several plans for the re-
use of the facility have recently been suggested, based on acquiring the necessary
funding.

The Georgia Tucker Elementary School, Monroe

One of the last surviving examples of Mediterranean Revival-style architecture in
north Louisiana, this former elementary school was closed when consolidations
and the construction of newer facilities rendered the current structure obsolete.
Although maintained by the local school board, the vacant structure will quickly
deteriorate unless a new use is soon identified for this magnificent building.

The Ogqilvie Grocery, Shreveport

Built by the owner of the Ogilvie-Wiener House, and once serving as a
grocery and warehousing space, a portion of the side wall of this struc-
ture partially collapsed during severe weather several months ago. Al-
though repairable, the future of this building is uncertain at this time.

The OgilvieWiener House, Shreveport

Once the home of prominent Shreveport grocer William Buck-
ner Ogilvie, and later housing the prestigious Florentine Club,
this structure is in an advanced state of disrepair which will
need to be quickly remedied if the building is to survive.

The Calanthean Temple, Shreveport

Built as a lodge by the Court of Calanthe, an African-American Masonic organization,
the building originally also contained offices, a café, and a roof-top club. Vacant and
suffering from severe neglect, the structure is in need of a use that can serve as a
catalyst for its rehabilitation.




The Ruins of the Alexis Cloutier Home/Kate Chopin House (Bayou Fol
Museum), Cloutierville

Prior to its burning last year, the 1806 Alexis Cloutier/Kate Chopin House served as the
Bayou Folk Museum and showcased the heritage of the lower Cane River region of west-
central Louisiana. It is hopeful that perhaps the ruins of the house can be utilized as an

The Armour Building, Alexandria

Constructed as the Armour Wholesale Meat Company in 1909, this rapidly
deteriorating building is one of the last surviving examples of Alexandria’s
many industrial facilities which were located along the main railroad line
in this part of the city.

The Masonic Home for Children, Alexandria

Located on a large park-like tract of land, the former Masonic Home for
Children is comprised of several buildings which are all currently vacant and
unused. The focal point of the campus is a magnificent 3-story structure
that deserves to be fully rehabilitated for a modern-day use.

The Skye Building, Alexandria

Once part of a thriving downtown commercial district, over the years this build-
ing has housed a sporting goods store, a jewelry store, and a World War ll-era
nightclub. With the exodus of retail businesses from the downtown, this building
now stands vacant and neglected.

Shiloh Baptist Church, Alexandria

Vacant and rapidly deteriorating, this Renaissance Revival-style building is
situated on a site that has been an historic meeting place for African-
American congregations since 1882.

Central LA State Hospital Dairy Barn, Pineville

Designed by an inmate of the Central Louisiana State Hospital, this
gambrel-roofed wood frame dairy barn sits on a knoll overlooking Lake
Buhlow and is unfortunately no longer used for its original purpose,
serving now as simply a storage facility for the hospital complex.




A Most Endangered Success Story In the Making:
The G.B. Cooley House, Monroe

The Cooley House was designed in 1908 (constructed in
1926) by acclaimed international architect Walter Bur-
ley Griffin for prominent Monroe resident, Gilbert Brian
“Captain” Cooley. Griffin was a member of the Prairie
School, a young group of architects working in Chicago
from 1900-1915, who created a uniquely American style
of architecture. This new style was characterized by
horizontal lines, hipped roofs, extended eaves, and
prevalent bands of windows.

The Cooley House is one of the few examples of Prairie
School residential architecture in the South. It is the
last building by Griffin to be
constructed in America, and
it is the only building de-
signed by Griffin in the
Southern region of the
United States. It is also the
only U.S. building that re-
flects the later Australian
period of Griffin’s career.

Upon its completion in 1926,
G.B. Cooley and his wife,
Selena moved in. G.B.
Cooley lived the remainder
of his life in the house, until he died in 1952, at the age
of 87. Selena died in 1955, leaving the home to be in-
herited by G.B.’s nephew, Julius Kruger. Kruger sold the
house to Donald C. Hughes, who divided the house into
apartments for rent.

Phase | of the restoration of the Cooley House
(www.cooleyhouse.org)

Exterior of Cooley House, 1928
(National Library of Australia)

In 1965, the house was purchased by William C.
Ober, who lived there until 1973 when it was sold
to Hewitt Johnson. Johnson used the house for the
offices of his law firm. In 1985, Hewitt Johnson’s
son, Neal, and his law partner, Jerry Jones, pur-
chased the house for use as their law offices. Jones
& Johnson restore the home to its original condi-
tion so that it becomes eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places. The home was placed
on the National Register in 1986.

In 2000 the Board of Commissioners of G.B. Cooley
Community Services purchased the house. And in
2006, the house was listed on the Louisiana Trust
for Historic Preserva-
tion’s 10 Most Endan-
gered List. The Cooley
House Foundation was
incorporated in 2007.
And in 2008 the City of
Monroe purchased the
house from the G.B.
Cooley Board of Com-
missioners.

Interior of Cooley House, 1928
(National Library of Australia)

Restoration of the Coo-
ley House began with the roof in July of 2008, and
is expected to continue into 2010. Once restored,
the home will be opened to the public as a mu-
seum. In addition to showcasing the building, the
museum will also present exhibitions that highlight,
among other things, the history of Ouachita Parish
? g 3 e and the in-

novative
peoplein

Phase |: Waterproofing & Code Enhancements
(www.cooleyhouse.org)

SAVE THE DATE!!!

The Annual Preservation Conference, hosted in partnership by the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation and the Louisiana

Main Street Program/Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation, will be held in Shreveport, April 14-16, 2010.

Shreveport is the home of a variety of historic sites, from Victorian to Prairie to Post-War Modern and many more. You're not

going to want to miss this opportunity to see and share.
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Louisiana Byways are a collection of the state’s most It should be noted that The Great River Road just re-
memorable roads and the historic, cultural and scenic cently received its designation as a National Scenic
assets within their corridors. The routes are an excel- Byway; and that it includes the river corridor through
lent opportunity to discover smaller cities and towns Tennessee, Kentucky and Arkansas as well as Louisi-
and the rural countryside of Louisiana at a pace more ana. All four states collaborated on efforts to secure

laid back than one finds on major highways.

national recognition.  For information on National
Scenic Byways, visit www.byways.org.

Louisiana is lucky to have two of our byways designated

as National Scenic Byways by the U.S. Department of Other scenic byways, state byways, in Louisiana in-
Transportation’s Federal Highways Administration: clude: The Attakapas-Coushatta Byway, the Bayou
The Great River Roads 717 miles of highway Teche Byway, The Bienville Trace Byway, The Colo-
straddling the Mississippi River through 18 nial Trails Byway, the Jean Lafitte Byway, The Long-
Louisiana Parishes. Dotting the river’s banks leaf Trail Byway, The Louisiana Scenic Bayou Byway,
are historic homes and churches, Native The Louisiana Highway 1 Byway, The North Louisiana
American mound sites and charming small Byway, The Promised Land Byway, The Real French
towns like Donaldsonville, St. Francisville and Destination Byway, The San Bernardo Byway, The
Vidalia. Toledo Bend Byway, The Tunica Trace Byway, The
The Creole Nature Tralk 180 miles through the Wetlands Cultural Trail, and The Zydeco Cajun Prairie
swamps, marshes and coastal wetlands of Cal- Byway. For more information on these routes, visit

casieu and Cameron Parishes. The route offers www.louisianatravel.com.
some of the best bird- and wildlife-watching So get off the beaten path...Drive Louisiana’s Byways!

(including alligators) in the South.

The Louisiana Trust Welcomes
Michael Wyatt

Michael Wyatt joined the Louisiana Trust in
September as the new "Partner in the Field"
staff-person. This position, which is partially
funded by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, is intended to provide preser-
vation-related field services to individual
property owners, local governments, and
endangered historic properties throughout
the state.

Prior to joining the Louisiana Trust, Michael
was employed by the Louisiana Division of
Historic Preservation, the Georgia Trust for
Historic Preservation, and as a Historic Pres-
ervation Planner with several municipalities
in the Atlanta area.

Congratulations to our own Jean Sayres, Board
member from Shreveport. Jean was recently
selected to represent Louisiana as an Advisor to
the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Jean has been a steadfast supporter of historic
preservation in our state, and we’re sure that
she will continue to expound the virtues of the
Louisiana preservation effort, now on a national
level.

We couldn’t be more proud!

News from the Louisiana National Register Review Committ

The following properties were approved for submission to the National
Parks Service :

Bosco Plantation House, Ouachita Parish

Bouey Moore Homestead, Washington Parish

Downtown Baton Rouge Historic District, East BR Parish

G.B. Cooley House Add’l Documentation, Ouachita Parish

Garden District Historic District Add’| Documentation: Orleans Parish
Felicite, St. James Parish

= = = = = =

These properties will now be reviewed for approval by the National Parks
Service for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.




Happy Holidays to all our Friends and Family from all of us at t
Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation

Sue Turner Honored for Life’s Work

Sue Turner was honored as the 2009 Golden Deeds
winner by Baton Rouge news publication, The Advo-
cate.

Mrs. Turner, 82, was honored for a lifetime of
achievements, particularly her efforts in historic
preservation.

A Plaquemine native and resident of Baton Rouge,
Sue was married to the late Bert Turner, of Turner
Industries, and has five children.

Museum Foundation; served on the Board of the
Louisiana State Museum; is a member of the
Board of Directors for the BREC Foundation; and
is a founding member of the Louisiana Associa-
tion of Museums.

Sue’s lifetime involvement in and efforts on be-
half of historic preservation are evidenced by a
quote published recently in The Advocatesays
Turner “...Someone once said that without re-
membering our past we'll repeat those mistakes

that come before us...If you take a person away
Her many involvements in historic preservation in- from the environment that has been our
clude her efforts in the 1960s to save Magnolia home...it leaves you with the sense of not having
Mound Plantation, later serving on the Board of Di- roots.”
rectors; she and her late husband restored Live Oak
Plantation in St. Francisville. Sue served as state
Advisor and Trustee to the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation; and she has served on the Board
of Directors of the Louisiana Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation. She is also a member of the Louisiana

Congratulations, Sue, on your many accomplish-
ments. Itis an honor to call you a friend of the
Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation

Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation Welcomes Three New Board Members

Mr. J. Scott Chotin, Jr. : Calling both New Orleans and LaCombe home, Scott has been self-employed since
1992. A BS degree from UL (1975), Architecture courses from Tulane (1995) and courses in Neighborhood Plan-
ning from the Urban Land Institute, Scott comes to the Louisiana Trust with a wealth of knowledge in architec-
ture and planning. Scott served on the Covington Historic District Commission from 1996-2000, serving as Chair-
man for 3 years; while there, he led the re-write of the Covington Historic District Ordinance. Scott’s is also in-
volved in non-profits, Youth Service Commission of Covington, Northshore Community Foundation, Louisiana
Philharmonic Orchestra Northshore Advisory Board, and many others.

Mrs. Frances Irving: Born in St. Augustine, TX and raised in Shreveport, Frances and her husband, John,
now reside in Minden, LA. A graduate of Louisiana Tech, Frances served as Director of MARC Industries
for 20 years; and now serves on their board. She is a member of the Dorcheat Museum in Minden; and
a member of the Minden Residential Historic District, where she and John have lived in their historic
home, c. 1845, for 20 years now. In 1982, Frances was given the honor of Minden’s Woman of the
Year. She and John have 2 daughters and 5 grandchildren.

Mr. Lestar Martin: Born in Monroe, F. Lestar Martin presently resides in Gibsland with wife, Sally, in their 1848
family home. Lestar is a practicing architect specializing in historic revovation, and a retired Professor of Archi-
tecture at Louisiana Tech. He & Sally attend St. John’s Episcopal Church in Minden. Along with his recent ap-
pointment to the Board of the Louisiana Trust, Lestar also served on the Louisana National Register Review Com-
mittee and the Cooley House Board. Among his publications are: Housing Rehabilitation in Great Britain; Folk
and Styled Architecture in North La. Vols. | and II; Louisiana Architecture of William King Stubbs; Britain by Mon-
arch and Sketch; and 14 parish architecture booklets.




e .
%{//K/’/ﬁ?wﬂt@e 9 (0% Non-Profit

for HISTORIC PRESERVATION U.S. Postage Paid
Baton Rouge, LA

P.O. Box 1587 Permit # 775
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-1587

A Letter from the President:

We have been so busy these past few months since Michelle Meche, our new Executive Director, and Michael
Woyatt, Partner in the Field have come on board.

Our Gala on September 20 (at Nottoway Plantation) was a huge success. I'm pleased to report we had atten-
dees from across the state. Several guests took advantage of Nottoway's overnight accommodations.

However, we had very little time to even take a breath following our fundraising event.

Up next was a week at the National Trust's national conference in Nashville, Tennessee, where we shook hands
with our other state partners, then rolled up our sleeves to learn and network together.

A big treat was lunch with Laura Bush, who was honored for her preservation work restoring Texas court-
houses.

The Trust's national conference is a non-stop, exhilarating mix of workshops, grand tours to special places and
networking opportunities with thousands of other people who love preservation as much as you do!

And speaking of preservationists; a big welcome to our newest members to the Louisiana Trust Board of Direc-
tors: Lestar Martin, Gibsland; Frances Irving, Minden; and J.Scott Chotin,La Combe.

To everyone: Have a wonderful Holiday Season!

Jean WSFy haw2l N



