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On November 4th and 5th, the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation sponsored the False River Ramble in New
Roads, Louisiana. Rambles are the Louisiana Trust ’s way of introducing the many different historic areas of
Louisiana to its membership and history lovers from all over.

The ramble began with a cocktail party on November 4th at the LeJeune
House, the home of Louisiana Trust board member Richard Gibbs and
Randy Harelson. The LeJeune House is an excellent example of an early

to mid-19th century plantation house. This can be seen in its raised cottage

form, its size, its plan, and its fine Greek Revival details.

LeJeune House

The next day began with breakfast at the restored Poydras High School, now known as the Poydras Center, and
home to the Pointe Coupee Historical Society. This beautiful building, built in 1924 | abandoned and condemned,
was purchased by the society and restored, and now functions as society headquarters and has space for meetings
and special events. Tours were offered by Angelique Gardner, Director of the Poydras Center, and her staff. A
lecture was given by local historian Brian Costello and a presentation on historic sites by Randy Harelson.

Another stop on the Ramble was the beautiful Bonnie Glen, built around 1830 and renovated in 1935. This beautiful
property has remained in the same family since 1805. A wonderful gumbo lunch, prepared by Morel ’s of New
Roads, was served on the grounds of this historic property. Two beautiful and historic churches were included in the
Ramble, St. Mary of False River Church and St. Francis Chapel. St. Francis is one of the earliest churches in
Louisiana and contains an 18th century confessional and a statue of the good saint, believed to have been carved by
Tunica Indians. St. Mary has spectacular stained glass windows designed by local historian and architect Glenn
Morgan. This beautiful church was built in the early 20th century in the gothic style. Also on the tour was the Randall
Oak, named in memory of Professor James Ryder Randall who taught at the now burned Poydras College, and
wrote “Maryland, My Maryland ” while at the school in 1861. Listed on the Live Oak Registry as tree #17.

A special component of the Ramble was the Antique Spree in the Country. This
annual antique show and sale is held at a historic home and garden. Ramblers
were able to visit the many quaint shops in downtown New Roads, including the
beautiful Pointe Coupee Gallery at 329 New Roads Street , Fleur de Lis
Antiques at 118 E. Main Street, and Holidays in the Country at 116 W. Main
Street. Ramblers also experienced the local foods at the restaurants of New
Roads.

Randy Harelson &
Richard Gibbs



A Preservation Success Story--Saving the Smart Plantation House

James and Meriget Turner are currently working to restore the Dr. E. E.
Smart Plantation House in Leesville, which was added to the Louisiana g
Trust's Most Endangered Listin 2003. James recently wrote about his '
long-time desire to restore the Smart Plantation House, and what it

means to him and his wife:

When Meriget and | retired to Vernon Parish in 2001 we looked down-
town in Leesville for a house as an alternative to building a new home on -
Anacoco Lake. Although we didn't find a suitable house, | did recognize &=
the Smart House as a fascinating "Plantation Style" Low Country house.

It was occupied with tenants and in disrepair. My new friend, the late

Mary Cleveland, told me it would never be up for sale, "It is the oldest

Dr. James and Meriget Turner

house in Vernon Parish and the Funderburks are only the second people

to own it."

Our neighbor on Anacoco Lake meanwhile sold us his fishing camp and we settled in to live on the lake. But | never forgot
the Smart House and | admit to passing it admiringly for the next 10 years. Well, in May of 2011 | passed by and to my
amazement there was a For Sale sign. | took no chances and bought it that day even before | told my wife. After a rocky

start, she warmed to the idea. It is such a beauty, irresistible!

| was nervous primarily because there is so much history accompanying this house. It means a lot to many Vernon Parish
citizens. People love the old house and some consider it almost as a shrine. Itis an architectural icon for the parish and the

city.

| was immediately attracted to it because it is a true, unaltered, "original" antebellum plantation cottage. And to my delight it
has not been drastically altered or remodeled. I've been associated with 6 other restorations and preservation projects in
Louisiana, Texas, and Florida. So it is not my first rodeo as they say. All of them | bought in various stages of neglect and
disrepair. | restored them and then because of the demands of my career and my rambling ways, | sold them. As | am
retired, | do not anticipate having to do that with the Smart House. Of course one never knows and we each shall not live

forever, right?

Too, it is hard to know precisely when my love of older things and especially old wooden things began. If | had to guess |
would say by the age of 21 | was hooked. | remember admiring the great Din Daibutsu in Nara, Japan when | was only 8 or 9
years old. Itis a 10-story tall, wooden building that houses the Buddha. For months | would go there and admire the wood.
The tall redwoods we love in California also grow in coastal Japan. When | was 21 and out of the Army | became a journey-
man bricklayer. | worked on several homes done by Louisiana's famous architect A. Hayes Town. Mr. Town loved the
materials and the designs of the New Orleans cottages and townhomes. And in high school, as a plumber's apprentice |
worked and traveled primarily in the St. Francisville area and to and from Jackson, Louisiana. Everyone always emphasized

the beauty of the old houses along these corridors of the Mississippi River.

In college at LSU we visited the gardens and homes such as Rosedown and Oakley Plantation. Our professors always spoke

highly of them and we learned to appreciate the proportions, the scale, and the work that had gone into their construction.



Then as a professor myself | had two outstanding experiences: | met and became an admirer of the great Louisiana landscape architect,
Steele Burden. | became acquainted with the wonderful Rural Life Museum in Baton Rouge that Steele so lovingly built and gave to LSU. It
is a remarkable place in that it glorifies the character and spiritual beauty of Louisiana's wooden treasures--everything from a simple butter

churn to a dogtrot home. It is a treasure, a Louisiana jewel.

Then, through my friendship with Susan Turner and her parents Sue and Bert Turner, | watched them restore the beautiful Live Oak
plantation home in St. Francisville. It was a dream come true for Sue. My desire to be associated with such a project was nurtured there,
and with observing Steele build the Rural Life Museum collection. I'm sure that it influenced my interest in securing the China Grove Church

and the Elbert Dyes collection for the Museum of West Louisiana.

In Austin, Texas, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and St. Augustine, Florida, | completed five restorations from settler's cabins to a carpenter's

vernacular of the late nineteenth century.

I've collected old wood, especially discarded and used wood, since | was a teenager and I've built many additions, renovations, and
complete buildings with recycled old wood. Itis a compulsion, a neurosis. On our property on Anacoco Lake we now have nine buildings

made with old, recycled wood.

Finding the Smart House when | did and it being in such outstanding original condition was a dream come true for me. | feel it is an honor

and a privilege to save it from oblivion and to share it with the good people of Leesville, Louisiana.

Dr. James Turner, FAAR, FASLA, has had numerous vocations throughout his life. He has been a designer, teacher, artist, illustrator,
author, and landscape architect to name just a few. He and his wife, Meriget W. Turner, a registered nurse and the daughter of famed
Louisiana photographer Fonville Winans, have traveled the world. They have retired in Vernon Parish, and it is Leesville's great good fortune

to have them both here and using their great skills, talents, and knowledge to benefit the region.

Built between 1855 and 1858 by Dr. Edmund Ellison Smart and his wife, Harriet Neal Smart, this house is the only surviving plantation house
located in Vernon Parish. Dr. Smart bought the plantation about the time of his marriage to Harriet Neil in 1855.

The house is built in the Greek Revival Style sometimes referred to as “Southern Planter Style ”. The floor plan features a center hall with
rooms on either side opening onto the hall. Originally the galleries ran around the entire house, but in the 1950 ’s the back gallery was
enclosed. The original kitchen and dining room of the house was located in a separate building that was connected to the main structure by

“

a “whistler ’s walk ”. That building is still located behind the main house and is

now a separate dwelling.

Dr. Smart was a graduate of the University of Louisiana in the 1850 ’s. During
the war between the states, he served as a physician in the Home Guard unit. His §
father, Senator John R. Smart, was a prominent political figure in Louisiana for
sixty years and was instrumental in the creation of Vernon Parish. Dr. Smart,
himself was the founder of Leesville, which was named for General Robert E. Lee g
by his father, Senator Smart. The city was laid out on Dr. Smart 's plantation and
he and Mrs. Smart became the major developers of the new city.

The Smart House is located at the corner of First and Lula Streets in Leesville.

James Jones, Fonville Winans, & Benjamin Garcia
Restoration workers aiding the Turners
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Margaret Place: Lake Charles * Original Streetcar Sub-division

After the Great Fire of 1910 which destroyed the Courthouse, City Hall, and about a square mile of downtown Lake Charles, an

ambitious building program literally reconstructed the lakeside city and featured major commissions from the Louisiana trophy
architects of the day, Favrot and Livaudais. The Palladian-domed Calcasieu Courthouse, the 1911 Italianate City Hall, and the

Romanesque Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, all National Register properties, are part of that rebuilding legacy. Another

rebuilding response was the expansion of the 16 year old rail streetcar system. New lines were extended to provide access from

newly developing subdivisions to the reconstructed downtown.

The new South Ryan Street Line ran along Ryan Street and turned southwest at Miller Avenue (now Seventh Street ) serving

Margaret Place, the first of these new streetcar subdivisions. Margaret Place was conceived and promoted by the Perkins family and

named for the owner s mother. Streets and lots were laid out to take advantage of lake views. The proximity to downtown via the

new South Ryan streetcar made Margaret Place a premier location for housing.

A variety of house styles are in evidence in this compact, walkable and livable district. There are impressive brick villas, including one

attributed to Favrot and Livaudais, inviting classic bungalows, Tudor-Picturesque cottages and Hollywood-Moorish styled residences.

Palms, magnolias, camellias, gingers and citrus trees thrive in manicured gardens.

To celebrate the 100" anniversary of the founding of Margaret Place, now a city-designated historic district, the Calcasieu Historical

Preservation Society (CHPS) will conduct its 37" Annual Palm Sunday Tour of Homes, featuring nine select properties in Margaret

Place, from noon to five pm on Sunday, April 1, 2012. In addition, weekend events will include a Saturday evening Margaret Place

Fan Tour and Street Party, and a Sunday morning Palm Sunday Brunch honoring the founding family.

For additional information about Margaret Place, about the 2012 Palm Sunday Tour of Homes and Palm Sunday Weekend Events, or

about preservation issues in Southwest Louisiana visit: calcasieupreservation.org

1505 Griffith is on the corner of Griffith
and Park Avenue. It is known as "The
H.D. White" home as recognized by the

Calcasieu Historical Preservation Society.

Besides interior access for the Palm
Sunday Tour of Homes to be held on
April 1st, 2012, the porch of this historic
home will also be a part of the Margaret
Place Fan Tour the day before the full
tour.
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Built in 1937, the Ranier home at 321
Wilson Avenue is as spectacular as the
gardens that can be toured during the
Margaret Place Fan Tour.

Couple the style, craftsmanship, and care
of the home with the gorgeous gardens
and the result is a home that HAD to be
on the home tour AND the Fan tour so
extra time can be spent in the gardens.

This home was built in 1937 as a wedding

present from Dr. R.G. Holcombe Sr. to his

daughter Roseina, and son-in-law Oliver
P. Stockwell.

The current owners are Senator
Willie L. and Benjamin W. Mount. It was
designated a Landmark Home in 1996 by

the Calcasieu Historical Preservation
Society.
We are grateful to the Mount's for
agreeing to open "The Stockwell House"
during the 2012 Palm Sunday Tour.







